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DISCOURSE. 


John    x .    16. 

AND  OTHER  SHEEP  I  HAVE,  WHICH  ARE  NOT  OF  THIS  FOLD  J  THEM  ALSO 
I  MUST  ERING,  AND  THEY  SHALL  HEAR  MY  VOICE  )  AND  THERE  SHALL 
BE    ONE    FOLD    AND    ONE    SHEPHERD. 

We  have  met  to  inaugurate  a  Christian  Minister 
into  the  sacred  office  of  Pastor  of  this  Church  and 
congregation.  We  have  come  from  far  and  near,  the 
representatives  of  many  churches,  to  celebrate,  by 
religious  services  and  fraternal  salutations,  the  union 
which  is  this  day  commenced  between  this  ancient  and 
respectable  fold  of  Christ  and  him  whom  they  have 
chosen  to  be  their  shepherd.  To  my  own  mind  this 
occasion  does  not  present  itself  as  an  opportunity  for 
sectarian  discussion.  I  do  not  hail  it  as  a  favorable 
season  for  the  inculcation  of  any  peculiar  theological 
tenets.  I  have  no  desire  to  take  advantage  of  it  for 
extolling  one  set  of  religious  opinions  and  decrying 
another.  It  stirs  in  my  mind  no  thoughts  of  contro- 
versy. It  awakens  in  my  breast  no  feelings  of 
religious  antagonism.     It  appeals  rather  to  sentiments 
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of  Christian  liberality  and  love.  It  connects  itself 
with  thoughts  of  the  common  interests  and  common 
obligations  of  the  Church  universal.  It  is  an  occasion 
of  rejoicing  to  ourselves,  and  therefore  of  good  will 
toward  others.  And,  whilst  our  hearts  are  stirred  with 
gratitude  to  our  Father  in  heaven,  on  account  of  his 
renewed  favors  to  this  Church,  I  would  not  sound  from 
this  pulpit  a  note  of  religious  warfare,  but  wreathe  it, 
rather,  with  the  olive  branch  of  peace. 

As  I  journey  through  the  pleasant  towns  and  villages 
of  our  beloved  commonwealth,  1  see,  on  every  side, 
neat  churches  crowning  the  hills  or  sheltered  in  the 
valleys  —  shining  in  the  clear  sunlight  of  winter,  like 
pyramids  of  snow,  or  in  summer,  among  the  green 
trees,  now  seen  and  now  hidden,  as  we  pass  along, 
looking  chaste  and  graceful,  like  tutelary  angels  guard- 
ing and  blessing  the  fields  and  groves  —  and  my  heart 
rejoices  at  the  sight.  I  hail  and  bless  them  every  one, 
—  asking  not  first,  to  what  denomination  they  belong, 
but  recognizing  them  each  and  all  as  tokens  of  a 
religious  people  ;  centres  of  Christian  light  and  influ- 
ence ;  monuments  of  piety  towards  God,  and  means  of 
benevolence,  virtue  and  happiness  amongst  men ;  and 
as  a  patriot,  a  Christian,  and  a  man,  my  heart  is 
enlarged  to  embrace  them  all,  and  all  who  founded 
them,  and  all  who  frequent  them,  in  one  wide  and 
warm  emotion  of  Christian  sympathy,  in  one  fervent 
prayer  for  their  prosperity  and  peace. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  such  sentiments  as  these, 
that  I  have  selected  as  the  subject  of  my  discourse  on 
this  occasion,  the  words  of  our  Saviour  which  I  have 
just  now  read. 
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Nothing  can  be  more  morally  sublime  than  the 
position  of  Jesus,  when  he  uttered  these  words,  rela- 
tively to  the  people  in  the  midst  of  which  he  stood.  In 
the  bosom  of  the  most  exclusive  and  bigoted  nation 
the  world  ever  saw,  his  heart  expanded  till  it  embraced 
all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  in  its  abounding  love. 
They  were  expecting  the  restoration  of  the  temporal 
kingdom  to  Israel :  he  was  meditating  the  moral  re- 
novation of  mankind.  Their  narrow  patriotism  longed 
only  for  the  gathering  of  the  outcasts  of  the  children 
of  Judah  ;  his  generous  thoughts  were  busy  with  the 
extensive  hope  of  collecting  into  the  fold  of  heaven 
all  the  lost  souls  of  the  great  family  of  God. 

When  Jesus  Christ  stood  there  in  the  court  of  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  with  that  handful  of  followers 
about  him,  who  were  all  that  he  could  then  call  his 
sheep,  and  prophesied  of  the  spread  and  triumphs  of 
his  Gospel  among  the  Gentiles,  we  should  remember 
that  there  was  not  one  who  heard  him  who  could  even 
form  a  clear  idea  of  the  import  of  his  words,  much  less 
conceive  of  the  possibility  of  accomplishing  the  stu- 
pendous result  he  foreshadowed.  But  what  a  glorious 
light  does  the  history  of  eighteen  centuries  reflect 
back  upon  that  wonderful  person !  What  new  reve- 
lations of  the  truth  of  his  prophecies  are  every  day 
breaking  upon  our  view  in  these  remote  ages  !  How 
many  of  the  sheep,  of  folds  not  even  dreamt  of  by  the 
first  disciples,  are  now  hearing  his  voice  !  How  much 
more  mightily  than  ever  before,  his  divine  religion  is 
now  working  upon  this  then  undiscovered  continent ! 
And  how  those  words,  uttered  so  long  ago  in  Palestine 
—  concerning  which  he  said,  "  Heaven  and  earth  shall 


pass  away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass  away  "  —  how 
those  words  are  leading  the  advance  of  Christian 
civilization,  and  giving  all  the  healthful  life  they  have 
to  the  strivings  of  the  race  after  universal  freedom, 
righteousness  and  love ! 

But  the  glorious  Prophecy  which  is  presented  to  our 
consideration  in  the  text  is  as  yet  only  partially  fulfilled. 
Other  sheep  than  those  who  composed  his  little  fold  in 
Judea,  Jesus  has  brought  and  is  bringing  :  but,  as  yet, 
it  is  very  far  from  being  the  case  that  there  is  one  fold 
and  one  shepherd,  Christendom  itself  is  divided  and 
subdivided  into  various  widely  sundered  and  conflict- 
ing parties,  and  many  nations  are  as  yet  like  sheep 
without  a  shepherd.  But  these  prophetic  words 
cannot  pass  away  until  all  be  fulfilled  —  and,  basing 
its  faith  upon  their  inviolability,  the  Christian  mind 
confidently  expects  that  coming  ages  will  see  them 
fully  verified. 

We  have  here  presented  to  us,  my  friends,  an 
interesting  theme  —  the  gathering  of  all  nations  unto 
Jesus,  and  the  union  of  all  his  followers  into  one  fold 
under  one  Shepherd.  Let  us  look  at  this  subject  in 
some  of  its  most  important  aspects. 

And  first  we  cannot  fail,  when  reading  the  Gospels, 
to  be  impressed  with  the  earnestness  of  our  Saviour's 
desire  that  his  disciples  should  love  one  another  — 
should  be  firmly  united  by  the  action  of  their  common 
faith,  common  hopes,  common  objects,  and  common 
attachment  to  himself.  He  wished  this  union  amongst 
them,  for  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  his  church  — 
which,  if  its  members  were  in  discord,  could  not  but  be 
maimed  and  weakened.    He  wished  it,  for  the  glory  of 


the  truth,  which  could  not  be  rapidly  advanced  amongst 
men,  while  its  avowed  defenders  were  engaged  in  con- 
tentions with  one  another.  He  wished  it,  by  reason 
of  the  unfavorable  impression  that  would  be  produced 
upon  the  minds  of  men,  by  contention  amongst  those 
who  called  themselves  by  the  name  of  the  same 
heavenly  leader,  the  Prince  of  Peace.  He  wished  it, 
because  the  legitimate  action  of  the  principles  of  his 
religion  was  to  render  the  heart  affectionate  and 
gentle,  to  fill  it  with  all  charitable,  generous  and  for- 
giving sentiments.  He  wished  it,  because  his  own 
breast  was  overflowing  with  tenderness  and  love 
towards  all  and  each  of  his  disciples.  He  wished  it, 
because  it  would  be  such  a  delightful  spectacle,  and  so 
welcome  to  the  Father  of  mankind,  to  see  a  vast 
multitude  of  men,  under  the  influence  of  Christianity, 
dwelling  together  in  perfect  harmony,  in  the  exercise 
of  sympathy,  forbearance  and  charity.  He  wished  it, 
because  of  the  joy  it  would  yield,  and  the  assistance  it 
would  afford  to  every  individual  member  of  the 
Christian  community,  to  be  free  from  provocations 
to  bickering  and  strife  ;  to  be  surrounded  with  a  circle 
of  confiding  and  sympathizing  friends  ;  to  be  furnished 
with  continual  and  abundant  incentives  to  love  and 
good  works. 

For  all  these  reasons  our  Saviour  desired  and 
prayed  that  all  his  followers  might  be  one,  and 
commanded  them  to  dwell  together  in  love.  But  his 
successors  have  too  generally  forgotten  his  injunction, 
and  lost  sight  of  the  beautiful  idea  of  the  Church 
which  he  taught  them  to  endeavor  to  realize.  Even 
the  twelve  Apostles  could  not,  at  all  times,  remember 
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his  new  commandment  in  their  intercourse  with  one 
another,  and  were  not  prevented  from  contentions, 
even  by  the  influence  of  his  presence.  And,  as  Chris- 
tianity flowed  further  and  further  from  its  pure 
fountain,  it  became  more  and  more  mingled  with  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  men  ;  until,  at  length,  there 
remained  in  the  Church  scarcely  a  vestige  of  his 
loving  spirit  —  until  the  name  of  a  Christian,  if  of  a 
different  sect,  was  as  the  name  of  a  mortal  enemy,  the 
signal  for  all  feelings  of  bitterness  and  hatred  —  till 
anathemas,  instead  of  benedictions,  thundered  from 
pulpit  to  pulpit,  and  the  members  of  rival  parties, 
whose  hands  had  been  equally  accustomed  to  make 
the  holy  sign,  and  break  the  consecrated  bread,  met 
in  bloody  strife,  and  were  even  besmeared  with  each 
other's  blood. 

Where  was  the  new  commandment  then  ?  Suppose 
it  to  have  been  miraculously  inscribed,  in  letters  of 
light,  upon  the  banners  of  those  contending  armies ; 
suppose  Jesus  to  have  appeared  in  person  to  those 
angry  disputants,  and  those  recriminating  and  abusive 
sectaries,  who  in  former  ages  have  thrown  the  Church 
into  confusion,  and  to  have  pronounced  those  precepts 
of  brotherly  kindness,  which  were  so  often  on  his  lips 
whilst  he  was  on  earth  —  how  well  could  they  have 
butchered  one  another  under  that  motto !  how  much 
satisfaction  would  theologians  have  found  in  reviling 
their  fellow  disciples,  in  such  a  presence ! 

But,  in  pursuing  these  remarks,  it  is  a  point  of 
primary  importance  to  ascertain  what  is  the  nature  of 
that  union  for  which  Jesus  prayed,  and  taught  his 
followers  to  pray,  and  which  he  prophesied  should 
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ultimately  be  brought  about  in  the  Church,  and  on 
what  principles  it  must  be  based. 

1.  God  has  constituted  men  with  all  conceivable 
intellectual  variety,  and  placed  their  minds  under  an 
equal  variety  of  influences.  Moreover,  in  the  natural 
order  of  development,  they  must  be,  at  any  given  pe- 
riod, at  different  stages  of  advancement  and  enjoy  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  light ;  whilst  they  have  power,  as  they 
are  under  the  necessity,  of  speculating  differently  and 
each  for  itself.  It  is  a  natural  impossibility,  therefore, 
whilst  men  thus  stand  at  different  elevations,  and  look 
through  different  media,  to  make  them  all  see  the 
same  truth  in  precisely  the  same  aspect.  It  is  doing 
violence  to  human  nature,  for  any  man,  or  any  body 
of  men,  to  describe  a  certain  horizon  in  the  kingdom 
of  thought,  and  say,  '  herein  are  circumscribed  all  the 
truths  concerning  divine  things  which  it  is  essential 
for  you  to  believe  :  outside  of  this  horizon  you  cannot 
go,  without  danger  to  yourself  and  dishonor  to  reve- 
lation, and  all  that  is  herein  contained  you  must  em- 
brace, or  you  will  be  found  wanting  and  be  undone.' 

The  Gospel,  as  it  fell  from  the  lips  of  Jesus,  recog- 
nized and  paid  deference  to  these  natural  distinctions. 
The  Saviour  did  not  attempt  to  draw  up  a  set  of 
theological  doctrines.  We  can  find  nothing  like  a 
creed,  throughout  the  record  of  his  teachings.  If  we 
could  find  a  creed  there,  sharply  defined,  and  sys- 
tematically arranged,  as  those  are  which  men  have 
framed,  men  would  have  been  spared  the  trouble  —  I 
should  rather  say  been  prevented  the  arrogance  —  of 
attempting  to  supply  the  deficiency.  But  men  have 
not  found  a  system  of  doctrines  ready  prepared  for 
2  ' 
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their  purposes  in  the  Saviour's  teachings.  Those 
teachings  are  full  to  overflowing  with  truth  —  with 
essential,  saving  truth,  and  with  numerous  views  and 
statements  of  the  truth,  fitted  to  every  mind  :  but  no 
particular  truths  are  selected  by  him  from  all  the  rest, 
and  welded  together  into  an  iron-like  system  of 
divinity,  to  be  forced,  as  a  whole,  and  crowded  at 
once  upon  every  human  mind,  as  comprising  the 
essence  of  God's  revelation.  All  truth  in  the  Gospel 
is  left  free.  It  shines  there  like  the  light  of  the  skies 
—  whose  rays  cannot  all  be  made  to  converge  in  the 
narrow  compass  of  a  single  lens.  It  shines  there  like 
the  stars  in  the  blue  heavens  —  the  greater  and  the 
lesser  lights  that  sprinkle  the  firmament  above  us  — 
some  of  which  have  been  seen  clearly  from  the 
beginning,  and  some  of  which  are  dawning  every  year 
upon  the  searching  eye,  keeping  alive  the  curiosity, 
and  rewarding  the  research  of  the  student  of  nature, 
and  revealing  to  every  age  new  proofs  of  the  glory  of 
God.  And  this  very  circumstance  is  one  incidental 
evidence  of  the  divine  commission  of  Jesus.  But  men 
have  not  been  satisfied  with  this  freedom.  Men  have 
not  been  content  to  let  the  truths  of  God  remain  in  the 
spacious  setting  in  which  the  Divine  Wisdom  placed 
them.  This  was  not  narrow  enough  for  their  narrow 
souls.  This  gave  the  human  mind  too  much  liberty. 
This  took  away  from  them  the  power  of  exercising 
dominion  over  one  another.  This  gave  to  no  single 
Church  the  instrument  it  needed  for  bringing  all  others 
under  its  own  dominion.  Proud  man,  therefore,  has 
dared  to  tear  asunder  the  crown  jewels  of  that  royal 
image  of  Truth  which  Christ  has  set  up  in  his  word, 
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and,  rearranging  the  disjointed  fragments  to  suit  his 
own  purpose,  to  form  of  them  a  diadem  for  that 
maimed  and  disproportioned  idol  which  he  has  con- 
structed instead,  and  to  which  he  would  force  his 
fellows  to  come  and  pay  their  homage,  under  his  own 
direction,  and  within  the  pale  of  his  own  Church. 

But,  to  bring  about  such  a  union  as  would  result 
from  the  successful  accomplishment  of  such  a  scheme, 
has  been  attempted  often  enough.  It  seems  strange 
that  rational  men  should  persevere  in  undertaking  it 
now.  It  seems  strange  that  any  enlightened  Christian 
of  the  nineteenth  century  should  so  mistake  the  laws 
of  the  human  mind,  the  purpose  of  Christ  and  the 
teachings  of  history,  as  to  adhere  to  the  prosecution  of 
such  a  fruitless  enterprize.  There  are  churches,  how- 
ever, which  are  even  now  continuing  the  trial  of  this 
old  experiment  —  but,  though  it  is  too  attractive  to  be 
easily  abandoned,  and  though  it  holds  out,  occasion- 
ally, delusive  prospects  of  success,  it  is  like  the  old 
problem  of  the  Alchymist,  to  find  the  Philosopher's 
stone ;  and  every  new  attempt  will  doubtless  lead  to 
still  another  signal  failure. 

But  the  union  of  the  spirit — that  is  not  an  impossi- 
bility —  that  is  not  an  impracticability  —  that  can  be 
without  infringing  upon  any  laws  of  the  moral  con- 
stitution of  man.  And  for  that  it  is  we  should  pray; 
—  the  spirit  of  children  of  one  Father,  the  spirit  of 
sheep  of  the  one  Shepherd,  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love, 
the  spirit  of  obedience,  the  spirit  of  reverence,  the 
spirit  of  faith,  the  spirit  of  prayer,  the  spirit  of  self- 
denial,  and  peace,  and  heavenly-mindedness.  Of  this 
spirit  all  who  call  themselves  by  the  name  of  Jesus 
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ought  to  be,  and  may  be  partakers.  And  partaking 
this,  they  would  be,  virtually,  one  ;  they  would  be 
wedded  in  a  sacred  and  blissful  unity  —  however  they 
might  speculate,  and  whatever  might  be  their  peculiar- 
ities of  opinion.  For  then,  all  their  speculations 
would  be  sanctified  —  all  their  opinions  be  consistent 
with,  and  subservient  to  God's  glory,  and  Christ's 
honor,  and  human  improvement ;  and  those  who  dif- 
fered would  promulgate  their  views  not  disputatiously, 
not  dogmatically,  but  peaceably  and  affectionately, 
that  they  might  modify  those  of  others  and  be  modified 
in  return. 

2.  But,  let  me  here  remark,  that  there  can  obviously 
be  no  such  thing  as  Christian  union,  without  a  com- 
mon reverence  for  the  authority  of  Christ.  There  is 
to  be  one  fold  under  one  shepherd.  The  acknowledg- 
ment, therefore,  of  the  one  Shepherd,  obedience  to 
him,  love  for  him,  imitation  of  him,  must  be  the  only 
centre  of  union  among  the  sheep.  Not  that  it  will  be 
necessary,  as  some  suppose,  that  Christians  should, 
universally,  embrace  precisely  similar  notions,  agreea- 
bly to  any  precise  and  formal  definition,  concerning 
the  nature  of  Christ,  and  the  nature  of  his  union  with 
the  Deity — for  such  are  among  those  speculative 
questions  concerning  which,  as  J  have  attempted  to 
show,  all  liberty  must  be  allowed  —  but  this  one  thing 
is  evidently  indispensible  to  be  agreed  upon  by  all 
Christians  concerning  Christ,  before  there  can  be  the 
remotest  prospect  of  union  in  the  Christian  body,  I 
mean,  that  he  is  the  Head  of  the  church  ;  that  his  word 
has  divine  authority,  that  he  is  worthy  to  be  obeyed  in 
all  things,  that  he  has  been  anointed  of  God  to  gather 
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unto,    and  under  himself,    all  the  sons   of  God  out 
of  all  nations  and  ages  of  the  world. 

This  is  the  ground  upon  which,  it  seems  to  me, 
Christians  can  unite  and  ought  to  unite.  This  is  the 
only  ground  upon  which  they  can  come  together.  I 
do  not  wonder,  therefore,  at  the  tenaciousness  which 
so  many  Christians  manifest  in  regard  to  the  views  of 
others  respecting  Jesus,  the  Christ,  when  they  are 
asked  to  extend  to  those  others  their  Christian  fellow- 
ship. It  is  right.  It  should  not  be  otherwise.  For 
God  has  laid  a  corner-stone  for  the  church,  except 
upon  which  it  cannot  be  built  up,  it  cannot  hold  to- 
gether, it  cannot  stand.  He  has  given  to  men  a 
standard  of  authority  in  matters  of  religion,  which  is 
unalterable  and  sure  as  the  foundations  of  his  throne. 
This,  all  true  Christian  believers  ought  to  guard  with 
the  most  jealous  carefulness,  and  to  defend  with  the 
most  vigilant  zeal.  For,  if  this  foundation  is  shaken 
or  removed  out  of  the  way,  all  their  most  precious 
hopes,  and  all  the  work  of  the  saints  of  all  ages,  and 
all  security  for  the  world's  salvation,  totter  and  fall  to 
the  ground.  But  all  those  who  have  this  foundation 
sure,  and  build  upon  it,  belong  together,  and  ought 
to  come  together,  and  ought  to  stand  fast  by  one 
another ;  —  and  the  time  is  at  hand  when  they  will 
come  together,  and  will  so  stand. 

3.  But,  thirdly,  1  would  inquire  if  there  be  any  signs 
of  encouragement  that  the  world  is  gradually  approxi- 
mating to  the  happy  Christian  condition  prefigured  in 
the  text. 

In  order  to  look  at  this  matter  fairly,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  ascertain  what  are  the  causes  of  the 
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disunion  which  has  existed  amongst  Christians,  and 
then  see  whether  there  are  developing  in  the  progress 
of  society  and  in  the  action  of  Christianity  itself, 
counteracting  influences,  of  sufficient  force  to  remove 
and  nullify  these  causes. 

To  what  then  shall  we  attribute  the  divided  condi- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  ?  Let  us 
see  what  light  history  throws  upon  this  subject. 

Christianity  came  down  from  heaven  in  its  full  per- 
fection in  the  idea,  and  teaching,  and  life  of  the  Author 
and  Finisher  of  our  faith.  It  came  a  religion  of  love 
and  peace.  It  came  to  purify  and  liberalize  the 
human  mind  ;  to  reform  and  harmonize  human  socie- 
ty ;  to  reconcile  men  to  one  another  and  to  God.  It 
came  to  bring  down  the  Father  to  his  children,  and  to 
lead  upward  the  children  to  the  Father.  It  came  to 
establish  a  holy  brotherhood  amongst  the  members  of 
the  great  family  of  God  on  earth.  But  it  passed  out 
from  Christ  into  a  world  abounding  with  divisions  and 
corruptions.  It  passed  into  the  hands  of  narrow- 
minded  and  selfish  men.  It  passed  like  a  silver  stream 
from  a  pure  fountain  into  a  turbid  and  tumultuous 
ocean,  with  which  it  was  to  mingle,  till  the  whole 
should  be  purified.  It  passed  like  the  small  measure 
of  leaven  into  a  vast  torpid  lump  which  it  was  thor- 
oughly to  quicken  and  renew.  It  took  men  as  it 
found  them  —  full  of  prejudice,  full  of  pride,  full  of 
worldly  ambition,  and  the  spirit  of  contention ;  here 
puffed  up  with  a  vain  philosophy,  and  there  sunk  in  a 
degrading  ignorance ;  here  worshiping  strange  gods, 
and  there  worshiping  the  true  God  with  senseless  for- 
mality ;  and  separated,  everywhere,  by  broad  and  high 
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partition  walls,  into  hostile  tribes  and  castes  and 
nations.  But  it  came  with  a  mighty  power.  It  came 
with  a  divine  beauty.  It  came  overflowing  with  celes- 
tial love.  And  it  operated  most  powerfully  upon  those 
who  were  nearest  to  its  heavenly  Founder ;  so  that  the 
primitive  Church,  though  composed  of  men  of  various 
nations  and  languages,  existed  for  a  little  time  in  a 
delightful  harmony  —  a  condition  of  brotherly  love 
which,  as  it  is  described  in  the  Acts,  excites  our  con- 
tinual admiration,  and  affords  the  most  charming  pic- 
ture which  history  gives  us  of  the  social  life.  But, 
gradually,  as  Christianity  was  removed  farther  from  its 
perfect  Teacher,  and  became  diffused  more  widely,  it 
felt  more  and  more  strongly  the  influence  of  corrupt 
and  imperfect  men.  The  world  reacted  upon  it.  Its 
spirit  became  more  and  more  diluted.  Many  rude 
nations  were  partially  christianized ;  philosophers  of 
different  sects  embraced  it,  modifying  it  with  their 
peculiar  doctrines,  and  setting  up  their  separate 
schools ;  and  worse  than  all,  the  Roman  Emperors, 
possessing  little  of  Christianity  besides  the  name, 
became  connected  with  the  church,  and  brought  into 
its  administration  the  civil  and  military  power,  and 
state  policy,  and  imperial  patronage,  with  every  lure 
to  ambition  and  avarice.  It  is  no  wonder  that  this 
reaction  of  the  world  upon  Christianity  should  have 
taken  place,  and  no  wonder  that  the  spreading  church, 
embracing  so  many  elements  of  disunion  in  its  widen- 
ing circle,  should  have  been  split  up  into  contending 
parties. 

Then  grew  up,   out  of  this  unhallowed  union  of 
Christianity   with  the  Roman  power  and  spirit,  the 
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Papal  empire  —  the  splendid  but  monstrous  attempt  to 
combine  together  two  things  which  God  hath  put 
asunder  —  the  spirit  of  Jesus  and  the  spirit  of  this 
world  —  regal  magnificence  and  Christian  humility  — 
the  mitre  and  the  sword  —  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  and  the  sceptre  of  earthly  dominion.  But 
monstrous  as  was  this  project,  it  was  too  fascinating  to 
be  abandoned,  when  once  the  worldly  minds  of  ambi- 
tious priests  had  become  dazzled  by  the  prospect  of  its 
success.  Then  it  was,  that  that  magnificent  experi- 
ment was  tried,  on  the  most  extensive  scale  —  to  bind 
together  the  whole  Christian  world  into  one  Catholic 
Church  —  by  force  and  fraud  and  the  hiding  of  the 
Scriptures,  to  bring  the  minds  of  all  Christendom  into 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  spiritual  sovereignty  of 
Christ's  representative  on  the  papal  throne  —  to  bring 
all  into  the  confession  of  one  creed  and  the  observance 
of  one  ritual. 

By  the  aid  of  tremendous  power,  and  wealth,  and 
learning,  this  experiment  was  carried  on  for  ages. 
But  its  successful  operation  could  not  last  forever. 
And,  that  it  did  not  last;  that  the  human  mind  at 
length,  under  Luther  and  the  rest,  made  an  earnest 
and  triumphant  protest  against  it;  that  there  was 
found  in  the  bosom  of  the  church  itself,  spiritual  life 
and  energy  enough  to  burst  this  Romish  bondage  and 
resist  this  usurped  authority  —  this,  I  say,  is  one  of  the 
most  signal  evidences  of  what  Christianity  may  do, 
and  is  destined  to  accomplish,  towards  the  realization 
of  the  idea  of  its  Founder,  in  establishing  a  true,  spirit- 
ual union,  consistent  with  the  freedom  of  the  individual 
conscience,  and  independent  of  the  mastership  of  man. 
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In  this  necessarily  brief  and  hasty  survey  of  Chris- 
tian history,  we  have  exposed  the  principal  sources  of 
the  divisions  and  contentions  which  have  existed,  and 
the  influence  of  which  has  been  perpetuated  amongst 
the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ.  These  are,  the 
numerous  nations,  tribes,  and  schools  of  Philosophy 
which  the  nominal  church  has  gathered  into  its 
bosom ;  the  mingling  of  religion  with  politics  ;  the  un- 
hallowed union,  in  men  partially  christianized,  of  the 
spirit  of  worldliness,  selfishness,  ambition  and  war, 
with  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  and,  lastly,  the  struggles  of  the 
human  mind  for  freedom  and  growth,  against  a  reli- 
gion of  form,  of  tradition,  of  human  authority,  of 
priestly  oppression. 

But  these  causes  of  division  are  all  of  them,  it  seems 
to  me,  in  the  process  of  remedy  and  removal.  The 
old  barriers  between  nations  are  fast  breaking  down. 
The  bands  of  commerce  are  encircling  the  globe  and 
binding  all  kingdoms  together.  The  greatest  sove- 
reigns are  interchanging  visits  of  amity  ;  leaving  their 
thrones  and  the  boundaries  of  their  realms,  not  as  of 
old,  for  purposes  of  invasion  and  war,  but  to  become 
each  other's  friendly  guests,  and  to  cultivate  relations 
of  peace.  The  bearded  traveller  from  the  home  of 
the  Magi  rests  in  the  dwelling  of  the  descendant  of  the 
Pilgrims  ;  and  where  is  the  inhabited  land  on  the  globe 
where  the  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims  may  not  be 
found  ?  "  The  great  iron  horse  tramples  under  his 
feet  all  geographical  distinctions  and  national  barriers. 
He  spurns  the  boundaries  that  have  made  men  ene- 
mies. He  is  travelling  on  toward  the  rising  sun.  The 
sound  of  his  chariot  wheels  is  even  now  heard  along 
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the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube.  He  is  trav- 
elling onward,  and  his  strong  tread  shall  ere  long  stir 
the  solitudes  of  barbarism  beyond  the  Caspian  Sea; 
bearing  civilization  and  Christianity  to  the  uttermost 
corners  of  the  earth."  As  the  nations  become  better 
acquainted  with  each  other,  their  prejudices  and  jeal- 
ousies are  softening  and  diminishing,  and  new  ties  of 
reciprocal  interest  and  attachment  are  every  day  inter- 
woven. And  —  though  we  cannot  without  indigna- 
tion mention  the  circumstance,  when  we  think  of  the 
cause  —  when  wre  contemplate  the  effects  of  that  Brit- 
ish movement  in  China,  w7hich  is  now  going  on  — 
stirring  up  the  stagnant  institutions  of  that  singular  old 
empire  ;  breaking  through  its  stern  exclusiveness,  and 
beating  down  its  ridiculous  conceit,  and  opening  a 
door  of  entrance  for  Christian  civilization  —  we  can- 
not be  blind  to  the  signs  it  affords  that  a  great  revolu- 
tion is  preparing  there,  in  that  vast  sluggish  Continent 
of  the  East ;  that  there  is  soon  to  be  a  shaking  of 
those  time-worn  and  soul-killing  dynasties  and  super- 
stitions ;  a  kindling  of  the  slumbering  spirit  of  human- 
ity in  that  torpid  mass,  by  the  touch,  at  every  point,  of 
Saxon  fire.  The  means,  we  may  not,  as  Christians, 
approve ;  but  the  ends,  we  have  no  doubt,  God  will 
take  care  of,  and  turn  to  the  glory  of  his  Son  — 
though  he  will  surely  recompense  upon  their  perpe- 
trators whatever  wrongs  may  have  been  wrought  in 
the  furtherance  of  those  ends. 

Thus,  either  by  force  or  through  the  peaceful  chan- 
nels of  trade,  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth, 
the  Christian  nations,  are  making  themselves  felt 
throughout  the  globe.     And,  as  they  open  and  extend 
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their  channels  of  intercommunication,  Christianity  fol- 
lows on  ;  healing  the  wounds  which  injustice  and  war 
have  made,  and  spreading  the  light  of  the  Gospel  as 
wide  as  the  illumination  of  the  sun.  Would  to  God 
that  Christianity  went  faster !  Would  that  it  kept 
even  pace  with  the  movements  of  commerce  and  em- 
pire !  Would  that  the  zeal  of  its  disciples  might  out- 
strip the  enterprize  of  the  merchant,  and  run  before 
the  politician's  eagerness.  But,  at  any  rate,  a  high- 
way is  preparing  for  the  chariot  of  the  King  of  Saints, 
and  the  utilitarian  spirit  of  the  age,  though  it  knows  it 
not,  is  aiding  to  level  the  obstacles  to  the  circulation 
of  his  influence  throughout  the  world. 

But  there  are  other  significant  manifestations  of  the 
present,  to  the  contemplation  of  which  we  can  never 
turn  without  astonishment  and  pleasure.  1  allude  to 
the  benevolent  associations  and  enterprizes  which  form 
so  conspicuous  a  feature  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 
We  who  are  keeping  pace,  day  by  day,  with  the  pro- 
gress of  affairs,  can  hardly  put  ourselves  into  a  posi- 
tion, from  which  we  may  fairly  estimate  the  degree  of 
advancement  which  has  been  made  by  society,  in 
several  important  respects,  during  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  years.  Nay,  we  who  have  always  lived  in  a 
tolerably  virtuous  community  —  we  who  have  been 
from  our  childhood  in  the  bosom  of  homes  that  have 
never  been  otherwise  than  the  abode  of  decency  and 
good  morals,  —  are  incapable  of  forming  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  greatness  of  the  reformation  which  has 
been  going  on  through  our  land  and  is  extending 
throughout  the  world.  But  intelligent  men,  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  travel  much,  at  different  periods, 
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through  our  Western  territory,  and  have  known  by 
actual  observation  to  what  extent,  in  former  years, 
that  prolific  parent  of  vices,  Intemperance,  had  spread 
its  ravages  over  that  richest  and  fairest  portion  of  our 
Continent  —  filling  the  streets  with  tumults  and  dan- 
gers, and  the  homes  with  broils,  and  almost  the  rivers 
and  lakes  with  the  fragments  of  shattered  bodies  — 
come  home  to  us  now  with  tales  of  a  better  state  of 
things  that  it  requires  almost  credulity  to  believe.  But, 
even  when  we  have  made  the  most  liberal  allowance 
that  the  skeptical  can  demand;  even  when  we  admit 
that,  for  every  one  hundred  who  are  registered  as  the 
subjects  of  reform,  there  will  be  found  to  be  only  ten, 
how  marvellous  is  the  result  accomplished  in  this 
single  branch  of  moral  enterprize  during  the  last 
twelve  years !  We  do  not,  I  am  persuaded,  realize 
the  greatness  of  the  wonder.  Why,  it  is  the  Ethio- 
pian changing  his  skin  and  the  leopard  his  spots !  It 
is  a  proof  what  miracles  combined  and  earnest  moral 
enterprize  can  work.  It  is  making  palpable  to  the 
most  incredulous  the  fact,  that  the  renovation  of  the 
most  degraded  and  besotted  human  being  is  not  an 
impossibility,  if  undertaken  by  men  of  one  mind  and 
one  purpose,  and  carried  on  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly 
love.  Of  old,  the  only  hope  of  the  benevolent  heart 
was  to  wait  for  a  new  generation  to  refresh  the  earth  ; 
to  rise  up  in  the  places  of  those  who  were  suffered  to 
waste  away  to  destruction,  with  hardly  an  attempt  at 
their  rescue.  But  now,  we  have  learned  that  we  may 
take  the  old,  hardened,  confirmed  slave  of  one  of  the 
mightiest  of  man's  degrading  appetites,  and  make,  out 
of  the  very  wreck  and  waste  of  his  manhood,  a  little 
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child  in  purity  and  happiness,  —  a  strong,  virtuous, 
working  man  for  society  and  the  Church. 

And  what  is  the  history,  what  the  experience  of  this 
reform,  but  another  lesson  and  another  sign  of  that 
Union  of  which  we  speak  ?  Who  have  engaged  in  it, 
and  how  has  it  accomplished  whatever  good  it  has 
brought  about  ?  It  has  not  been  undertaken  by  men 
of  this,  that,  or  the  other  religious  denomination  ;  of 
any  one  station,  or  occupation,  or  party ;  —  but  by 
men  of  all  sects,  of  all  pursuits,  of  all  ranks.  They 
could  have  done  little  or  nothing  if  they  had  allowed 
these  dividing  lines  to  be  obstacles  to  their  coming  to- 
gether. They  therefore  forgot  them ;  they  gave  them 
up,  for  their  common  interest  in  one  substantially 
generous  and  useful  work.  The  Catholic  and  the 
Quaker,  the  Calvinist  and  the  Unitarian,  the  believer 
in  hell  torments  and  the  believer  in  no  future  punish- 
ment, shook  hands,  and  locked  arms,  and  stood  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  like  good  men  and  true  —  turning  their 
faces  in  smiles  towards  each  other,  and  sternly,  only 
towards  the  gigantic  enemy  they  had  pledged  them- 
selves to  overthrow  —  and  thus,  marching  steadily 
forward,  a  countless  army  under  one  banner,  their 
triumphs  have  more  than  equalled  the  reasonable  ex- 
pectations of  any  man. 

To  my  own  mind  this  presents  itself  as  one  of  the 
brightest  evidences  of  the  future  union  of  Christians, 
for  the  furtherance  of  Christ's  kingdom  —  I  refer  to 
the  experience  that  has  been  gained  of  the  possibility, 
the  practicability,  nay,  the  certainty,  of  accomplishing 
great  moral  results,  by  the  harmonious  feeling  and 
associated  labors  of  men,  who  will  sacrifice  all  minor 
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distinctions  to  their  devoted  zeal  for  any  great  and 
useful  end.  A  principle  has  been  thus  illustrated  and 
tested  in  one  direction,  which  will  be  tried  over  and 
over  again  in  other  directions,  and  applied  to  other 
branches  of  moral  enterprize,  and,  by  and  by,  will  be 
tried  for  the  most  humane  and  holy  of  all  works,  the 
christianization  of  the  world. 

But  time  would  fail  me  to  speak  of  the  educational 
improvements  of  the  age  —  which,  by  enlightening  the 
mind  and  filling  it  with  more  liberal  notions,  must  have 
the  effect  gradually  to  remove  those  prejudices  which 
are  the  result  of  ignorance,  and  to  tame  those  passions 
whose  violence  is  attributable  to  the  neglect  of  early 
discipline,  —  and  of  other  signs  of  promise,  which  are 
suggested  to  the  thoughtful  mind. 

1  will  merely  allude  to  the  gratifying  symptoms  of  a 
better  state  of  reciprocal  feeling  amongst  the  members 
of  different  sects,  which  have  been  recently  manifest- 
ed in  various  parts  of  New  England.  1  trust  that  we 
all  of  us  can  bear  our  testimony  to  a  gradual  diminu- 
tion of  religious  bigotry  and  intolerance.  I  trust  that 
every  one  who  hears  me  could  bring  forward  not  a 
few  cases  within  his  own  observation,  to  swell  the 
amount  of  evidence  in  favor  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
dividing  lines  between  individuals  and  churches  are 
becoming  day  by  day,  less  strongly  marked  and  less 
obstructive  to  the  circulation  of  Christian  interest  and 
affection.  Some  of  us,  I  know,  can  bear  witness  to 
many  acts  of  courtesy,  and  many  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy, from  most  unexpected  quarters.  Interchanges 
of  pulpits  between  clergymen  of  different  denomina- 
tions  are    occasionally    taking    place,    and    mutual 
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assistance  is  not  unfrequently  rendered  by  them  in  the 
performance  of  religious  services ;  whilst  societies 
which  differ  in  opinion  are  often  found  occupying  the 
same  place  of  worship,  and  extending  to  each  other 
friendly  accommodation  in  cases  of  temporary  need. 
These  signs,  and  such  as  these,  may  be  called  small 
things.  But  they  are  not  small  things.  They  are 
great,  important,  beautiful,  cheering.  For,  my  friends, 
it  is  always  the  case  that  the  first  advance  towards  a 
more  friendly  condition  and  a  better  understanding, 
the  first  movement  towards  reconciliation,  more  than 
half  removes  the  difficulty.  Let  but  the  vine  of 
Christian  love  creep  through  the  crevices  of  these  old 
partition  walls,  and  gradually  they  will  be  broken 
down  and  grown  over. 

But  I  must  bring  this  discourse  to  a  close,  by  offer- 
ing a  few  suggestions,  in  the  last  place,  respecting  the 
bearing  of  this  whole  subject  upon  our  duty. 

There  can  be  no  dispute  that  the  peculiar  influence 
of  Liberal  Christianity  has  been  to  moderate  sectarian 
bitterness,  and  to  qualify  the  stern  and  exclusive  doc- 
trines of  a  once  popular  theology.  This  has  been  one 
of  its  most  valuable  effects  —  a  result  the  precise 
extent  and  power  of  which  are  not  easily  estimated  — 
an  operation  which  has  been  going  on  silently  and 
gradually  —  a  gain  which  is  not  to  be  reduced  to 
numerical  calculation,  but  which  is  no  less  desirable 
than  the  direct  accession  of  numbers  to  our  own 
ecclesiastical  body.  But  notwithstanding  this  may  be 
true,  there  is  some  reason  to  fear  that,  as  a  denomi- 
nation, we  are  not  so  much  characterized  as  we 
ought  to  be,  by  a  respectful,  kindly  and  conciliatory 
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spirit  towards  the  sects  that  differ  from  us  —  that  we 
do  not  make  all  the  concessions  which  justice  and 
charity  and  the  interests  of  Christianity  call  for  at  our 
hands  —  that  we  are  not  so  ready,  as  we  should  be,  to 
make  advances  towards  reconciliation  and  communion 
—  that  we  are  too  forward  to  take  offence  at  every 
demonstration  of  hostility,  and  to  raise  the  cry  of  '  per- 
secution and  bigotry,'  when  our  views  are  assailed  and 
our  operations  opposed  —  that  we  do  not  remember 
always  in  our  practice,  that  that  love  does  not  deserve 
the  name,  which  is  easily  provoked ;  which  stops  at 
the  barriers  of  party ;  which  withholds  its  sympathy 
from  those  who  differ  in  opinion ;  which  is  not  ever 
seeking  after  points  of  resemblance  and  union,  not  of 
unlikeness  and  division,  and  which  does  not  provoke  a 
spirit  of  amity,  and  diffuse  an  attractive  influence 
wherever  it  moves.  But,  whether  we  are  or  are  not 
blameworthy  in  this  respect,  it  will  not  be  considered 
untimely  or  useless  to  remind  ourselves,  as  a  body  of 
Christians,  of  the  obligations  under  which  we  are  laid 
by  the  earnest  injunctions  and  the  affectionate  spirit  of 
our  blessed  Master,  to  make  that  union  which  is  possi- 
ble, reasonable  and  most  desirable,  an  object  of  our 
especial  interest,  endeavor  and  prayers.  The  nature 
and  grounds  of  this  union  I  have  already  attempted  to 
describe.  Let  me  briefly  call  your  attention  to  the 
means  of  its  promotion.  What  can  we  do,  and  what 
ought  we  to  do,  to  advance  it  ? 

1.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  to  be  brought  about, 
nor  ought  we  to  attempt  to  promote  it,  by  disguising 
or  doing  injustice  to  our  own  opinions  and  convictions. 
Any  union  so  produced  would  be  hollow,  hypocritical, 
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burdensome,  and  could  not  endure.  But  whilst  we 
hold  fast  and  value  and  honestly  express  our  own  con- 
victions, we  must  do  so  with  the  utmost  consideration, 
tolerance  and  respect  towards  those  of  others.  If  our 
own  views  rest  upon  reasonable  and  scriptural  grounds, 
we  may  have  confidence  that  their  truth  and  excel- 
lence can  be  made  apparent  to  all  unprejudiced  men, 
by  dispassionate  discussion,  and  fair  and  patient  argu- 
mentation. The  more  strongly  we  are  convinced  that 
our  religious  opinions  have  this  basis,  the  less  willing 
ought  we  to  be  to  allow  our  own  temper  to  be  excited, 
in  their  advocacy,  and  the  more  careful  not  to  pro- 
voke that  of  the  party  to  whom  we  are  endeavoring  to 
commend  them.  We  should  calmly  address  his  reason, 
not  attack  his  prejudices ;  and  contend  with  him,  not 
as  one  who  is  striving  for  mastery  in  argument,  and 
who  would  triumph  in  his  defeat,  but,  as  one  who 
loves  the  truth  for  its  own  sake,  and  who  would  com- 
municate it  to  another's  mind  for  the  sake  of  the  satis- 
faction and  comfort  it  would  impart.  The  chief 
antagonism  that  exists  amongst  Christian  sects,  arises 
not  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  differences  of 
opinion,  nor  is  it  dependent  upon  the  fact  of  the  dis- 
cussions and  arguments  which  these  differences  occa- 
sion—  but  it  arises  from,  and  is  kept  alive  by,  the 
unchristian  spirit  with  which  these  opinions  are  ming- 
led, and  the  unchristian  temper  with  which  they  are 
maintained.  If  the  heart  were  really  sanctified  by  the 
truth  for  which  Christian  controversialists  profess  so 
much  zeal,  the  power  of  that  truth  in  moderating  their 
own  passions,  enlarging  their  own  affections,  purifying 
their  own  motives  and  gracing  their  own  speech, 
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would  avail  more  to  advance  their  own  tenets  and 
promote  their  own  cause,  than  years  of  fierce  dispu- 
tation and  libraries  of  polemic  theology.  There  is 
no  surer  help  to  a  true  union  amongst  Christians  than 
zeal  for  Christ  and  truth.  Only  let  it  be  purely  and 
really  zeal  for  Christ  and  the  truth  that  inspires  us, 
and  the  more  of  it  we  have  the  better.  It  will  be  a 
pure  flame  in  our  hearts,  to  burn  out  from  them  all 
selfish  passions,  all  meaner  motives  —  it  will  be  a  clear 
and  bright  light  to  dispel  the  distorting  mists  of  preju- 
dice and  disperse  the  chilling  shadows  of  envy,  jeal- 
ousy and  ill  will.  It  will  make  the  inner  eye  single 
and  the  outward  eye  clear  and  kind-sighted.  It  will 
be  in  our  actions  and  our  speech  as  the  shining  of  a 
friendly  lamp  in  a  dark  place,  welcome  to  the  vision  of 
every  pilgrim  who  is  searching  after  truth,  and  a  guid- 
ing star  to  the  kingdom  of  love. 

2.  But  secondly,  we  must  go  further,  and  cultivate 
a  feeling  of  sympathy  with  all  and  every  Christian,  as 
such,  without  regard  to  denominational  distinctions  ; 
with  his  religious  feelings,  desires,  wants  and  efforts  to 
do  good.  We  must  not  be  fastidiously  regardful  of 
little  things  —  mere  modes  of  outward  worship  and 
forms  of  expression  —  provided  that  the  root  of  the 
matter  is  in  the  heart.  If  a  Christian  does  use  some 
phrases  that  sound  harsh  and  unmeaning  to  our  ears, 
we  must  not  quarrel  with  them,  since  they  have,  per- 
haps, a  deep  and  beautiful  significance  to  himself. 
They  are  his  household  words.  They  have  been 
sacred  to  him  in  childhood.  They  are  connected 
intimately  with  long  cherished  religious  sentiments, 
and  precious   religious   experiences.     They  may  be 
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involved  with  some  errors,  but  they  are  doubtless 
involved  also  with  many  valuable  truths.  If  we  could 
look  beneath  them  and  see  all  that  they  cover  in  his 
mind  and  heart,  we  should  doubtless  find  there,  in 
substance,  the  very  same  truths  which  we  ourselves 
believe  and  reverence.  It  is  wrong,  therefore,  and 
dangerous,  violently  and  suddenly  to  attack  these 
phrases,  which  we  may  call  cant  phrases.  By  so 
doing  we  may  attack  also  much  that  we  would  not 
wish  to  assail  —  we  may  arouse  his  indignation  —  we 
may  steel  his  soul  against  the  influence  of  our  better 
arguments.  Whereas,  if  we  were  to  spare  the  mere 
phrase,  let  it  be  for  a  while,  till  we  have  found  out 
first  what  the  real  thought  and  feeling  are  that  lie 
beneath  it,  and,  if  these,  or  any  one  of  them  should 
chance  to  be  common  and  precious  to  us  both,  make 
such  the  starting  point  of  discussion,  and  the  bond  of 
sympathy  and  confidence  —  we  might  come,  ere  long, 
to  think  better  of  his  opinions  and  to  make  him  think 
more  favorably  of  ours,  and  make  it  apparent  to 
each,  that  we  are,  in  reality,  not  far  enough  asunder 
to  be  opposers,  but  rather  to  be  friends. 

And,  in  this  connexion,  1  cannot  refrain  from 
remarking,  that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  of 
those  who  recommend  our  absenting  ourselves  from 
public  worship,  in  churches  where  some  doctrines  are 
taught  that  we  do  not  believe,  or  where,  sometimes, 
our  own  views  are  spoken  against  —  when  no  assembly 
of  our  own  kindred  in  the  faith  is  at  hand.  For,  in 
every  temple  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty 
God,  the  Christian  mind  can  surely  hear  something 
that  it  will   approve,  and   the  Christian   heart  find 
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something  to  love.  No  matter  what  the  form  of 
service  may  be ;  no  matter  what  ecclesiastical  or 
theological  peculiarities  may  be  presented  ;  if  1  find 
myself  in  the  company  of  immortal  beings,  my  fellow 
creatures,  my  fellow  sinners,  my  fellow  sufferers, 
striving  in  their  own  way  to  express  their  reverence 
to  the  Father  of  spirits,  1  ought  to  feel  a  holy  sympa- 
thy stealing  over  my  heart,  and,  forgetting  all  inferior 
differences,  to  bow  down  and  pay  my  worship  there. 
Many  prayers  and  hymns  in  other  churches  may  be 
characterized  by  phraseology  that  has  a  strange, 
even  an  unpleasant  sound  to  my  ear  ;  but,  my  spirit 
penetrating  this  thin  vail  of  language,  finds  within  a 
soul  addressing  the  same  God,  and  confiding  in  the 
same  Redeemer,  and  feeling  the  same  wants,  as 
my  own  ;  and  therefore  our  spirits  commune,  and  our 
aspirations  mingle  and  go  up  together  to  our  common 
Creator,  Judge  and  Friend.  We  should  be  ever  look- 
ing behind  and  beneath  all  merely  conventional 
distinctions  and  verbal  differences,  to  the  very  heart 
and  soul  of  the  Christians  whom  we  meet,  and  if  there 
be  discernible  but  a  spark  of  reverence  for  God,  and 
faith  and  love  towards  Jesus,  and  sincere  desire  to 
know  and  do  the  will  of  the  Father,  that  should  be  a 
passport  to  our  interest,  that  should  kindle  our  sym- 
pathy, that  should  be  an  irresistible  attraction  to  our 
good-will.  Moreover,  we  should  hold  ourselves  ready 
to  co-operate  with  anybody  and  everybody  who  is 
willing  and  endeavoring  to  work  for  God  and  Christ 
and  human  redemption  and  improvement  —  asking  no 
questions  but  as  to  the  substantial  worthiness  of  the 
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cause,  the  sincerity  and  disinterestedness  of  the  agent, 
and  the  rightness  and  utility  of  the  means. 

3.  Again,  in  order  to  promote  the  union  of  Chris- 
tians in  one  fold,  we  must  elevate  and  set  forward, 
everywhere  and  at  all  times,  the  one  standard  of  truth 
and  duty,  the  Word  of  God,  the  Bible.  This,  this 
alone,  this  unmangled,  this  conscientiously  and  ration- 
ally interpreted,  but  especially  this  illustrated  by  the 
life  of  Christ,  —  this  must  be  our  creed.  On  no  nar- 
rower platform  can  Christians  ever  come  together  — 
can  the  Church  universal  be  established  in  true  and 
abiding  harmony. 

4.  Finally,  a  true  and  enduring  fellowship  amongst 
Christians  can  be  brought  about  by  no  instrumentality 
without  the  personal  purity  and  fidelity,  the  unfeigned 
piety,  the  solid,  energetic  goodness,  the  peaceable 
temper,  the  loving  spirit,  the  vital  godliness  of  indi- 
vidual disciples.  Be  thyself  a  Christian  indeed,  and 
thou  art  Christ's.  Be  Christ's,  and  all  others  who  are 
his  own  will  recognize  and  love  you.  All  that  might  be 
said  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  individual 
duty,  might  be  comprehended  in  this  one  precept  of 
the  Heavenly  Teacher,  — "  Cast  out  first  the  beam 
out  of  thine  own  eye  V  —  the  darkening  and  alienating 
prejudices  out  of  thine  own  mind,  the  selfish,  contract- 
ing, antagonistic  spirit  out  of  thine  own  heart  —  be 
thou  "  a  man  of  the  beatitudes,"  in  temper,  in  speech, 
and  in  deed  —  then  there  will  be  ever  passing  off  from 
you  the  genial  and  healing  influence  of  your  own 
inward  harmony  —  you  will  be  a  mediator  between 
contending  parties  —  you  will  belong  to  the  true 
church  and  be  accredited  as  a  member  thereof  by  all 
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who  are  capable  of  appreciating  a  heavenly  charac- 
ter —  you  will  beautifully  and  usefully  fill  your  true 
place  and  discharge  your  appointed  office  amongst 
the  members  of  Christ's  body  —  you  will  be  a  fruitful 
branch  of  the  heavenly  vine  —  you  will  feel  the 
brotherhood  of  the  Saints  —  you  will  be,  in  deed  and 
in  truth,  to  man  a  brother,  to  Jesus  a  disciple,  and 
to  God  a  child. 

1  rejoice,  my  friends,  to  believe  that  this  Christian 
Society,  under  the  instructions  of  our  venerable  and 
beloved  brother,  who  has  so  long,  so  affectionately, 
and  so  faithfully  ministered  to  them,  have  already 
been  taught  to  value  the  spirit,  and  to  approve 
the  principles,  which  1  have  commended  in  this 
discourse.  And  1  rejoice  to  anticipate  that,  under 
the  ministry  of  our  younger  brother,  for  whom  the 
prayers  of  all  of  us  are  ascending  to  day,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  same  spirit  will  be  shed  abroad 
amongst  you,  and  the  happiest  results  be  accom- 
plished through  the  action  of  the  same  principles. 
Thus  will  you  do  your  part  to  fulfil  the  Saviour's 
commandment  —  that  his  disciples  should  dwell  to- 
gether in  love,  and  to  hasten  the  verification  of  the 
Saviour's  prophecy  —  that  "there  shall  be  one  fold 
and  one  Shepherd." 


RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


BY  REV.  OLIVER  C.  EVERETT. 


My  Christian  Brother,  —  You  are  to  enter  into  a  new  field  of 
labor;  another  portion  of  our  Lord's  vineyard  is  to  become  the 
object  of  your  care.  You  are  to  unite  your  hands  and  devote  the 
energies  of  your  mind  and  heart  with  other  laborers  in  the  great 
work  of  human  redemption  for  the  glory  of  God.  The  harvest  is 
great,  the  laborers  yet  few ;  some  have  fallen  by  the  way  in  the 
prime  of  life,  in  the  midst  of  usefulness,  and  others  are  weakened  by 
the  infirmities  of  age.  We  rejoice  that  it  has  pleased  the  Lord  to 
send  forth  other  laborers  in  this  portion  of  his  vineyard,  and  espe- 
cially to  this  field. 

It  is  natural  in  your  meditations  upon  this  new  sphere  of  activity, 
that  you  should  be  anxious  to  know  in  what  spirit  you  may  be 
received,  in  what  tones  you  may  be  welcomed  by  those  already 
engaged  in  the  same  great  work.  In  behalf  of  the  Churches 
convened  in  Council  on  this  occasion,  in  behalf  of  these  elder 
brothers  in  the  ministry,  and  especially  in  behalf  of  him  who  has 
been  happily  spared  so  long  in  this  place,  who  have  all  so  faithfully 
labored  for  the  extending  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  Christ, 
I  bid  you  heartfelt  welcome.  At  their  request  and  in  their  name,  I 
extend  to  you  this  right  hand,  the  token  of  their  Christian  sympathy 
and  fellowship.  We  welcome  you  to  a  field,  where  already  many 
good  seeds  have  been  scattered  and  many  good  fruits  have  been 
gathered.  Another  here  has  labored  and  you  will  enter  into  his 
labors.     You  will  find  many  trees  yielding  the  fruits  of  righteous- 


ness  and  peace,  whereof  you  may  become  partaker  to  sustain  and 
cheer  you  in  your  daily  walks  and  toils.  You  will  undoubtedly 
find  many  germs  putting  forth  which  have  needed  only  more  con- 
stant care,  than  your  predecessor,  from  the  infirmities  of  years,  or 
from  the  necessary  diverted  attention  to  other  charges,  was  able  to 
give.  It  is  well  known  how  faithfully  he  dispensed  the  word  of 
God,  the  truth  and  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  not  only  in  this  pulpit,  but 
in  the  dwellings  of  this  people.  There  will  not  be  perhaps  a  family 
of  your  charge,  where  you  may  not  find  among  the  many  pamphlets 
and  books  which  he  has  distributed,  one  book  in  particular,  pre- 
pared by  our  beloved  and  deceased  teacher  in  the  Gospel  ministry, 
for  the  young  convert  who  seeks  the  formation  of  a  Christian 
character.  Yes,  my  brother,  whenever  you  go  among  this  people, 
you  will  find  the  footprints,  not  only  of  your  predecessor  in  the 
active  duties  of  this  office,  but  those  of  him  at  whose  feet  we  have 
sat  to  learn  and  from  whose  mild  lips  and  eloquent  life  have  dropped 
into  docile  hearts  words  of  wisdom  and  love.  You  will  find  around 
you  in  your  daily  walks  the  presence  and  influence  of  many  of 
those  wise  and  good  men,  whose  writings  you  have  delighted  to 
read  and  study,  from  which  you  have  received  light  and  life,  com- 
fort and  encouragement  —  which  have  been  for  a  healing  to  the 
distracted  Church,  the  discouraged  Christian,  and  the  deluded, 
debased  child  of  God.  Buckminster,  Channing,  Greenwood  and 
Ware  —  names  dear  to  every  liberal,  loving  disciple  of  Christ,  you 
will  find  have  been  not  only  introduced  to  the  acquaintance,  but  to 
the  close  intimacy  of  many  minds  and  hearts. 

The  seed  of  knowledge  and  virtue  thus  dispersed,  with  its  germs 
issuing  into  life  and  light,  has  been  nurtured  by  the  genial,  con- 
sistent influences  of  the  godly  life  and  conversation  of  the  long- 
tried  and  faithful  laborer,  whose  colleague  you  have  become.  We 
therefore  welcome  you  not  to  a  neglected,  barren,  or  unfruitful  spot, 
but  where  the  ground  has  been  diligently  prepared  and  conscien- 
tiously cared  for  and  preserved.  After  so  long  laboring  in  places 
comparatively  waste,  in  the  West  and  in  the  East,  it  must  be  grate- 
ful and  pleasant  for  you  to  enter  upon  a  field  prepared  already  to  a 
great  extent  to  receive  more  seed,  or  to  yield,  with  constant,  faith- 
ful care,  an  abundant  harvest. 
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Nor  can  I  forget  to  bid  you  welcome  to  that  large  band  of 
teachers  whom  I  have  so  often  seen  collected  in  this  place  with 
their  several  classes.  Happy  lot  is  yours,  where  you  find  a  Sabbath 
school  so  well  organized  and  so  successful,  uniting  to  itself  the 
deep  interest  of  so  many  of  this  congregation  and  society.  I  doubt 
not  your  outstretched  arms  and  hanging  hands  will  be  ofttimes 
strengthened  and  uplifted  by  the  prayers  and  labors  of  that  large 
class,  who  have  from  season  to  season  taken  the  young  of  this  flock 
and  brought  them  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  to  him,  that  said,  '  Suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me'  —  that  they  might  remember  their 
Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth,  and  that,  guided  by  Jesus,  the 
great  Shepherd  of  the  fold,  they  might  not  wander  from  their  Fath- 
er's mansion.  We  rejoice  that  here  a  large  and  faithful  band  of  co- 
laborers  in  the  ministration  of  the  Gospel  will  stand  around  you  to 
give  to  others  even  as  they  receive  from  your  lips.  I  doubt  not  that 
you  will  appreciate  this  great  privilege  in  these  latter  days  when  so 
many  and  various  duties  are  assigned  to  the  clergy  and  so  much 
required  of  them.  You  have  had  some  experience  of  the  ministry, 
and  therefore  we  welcome  you  to  this  new  sphere  of  activity,  where 
you  will  find  colleagues  as  faithful  to  you,  we  hope  and  trust,  as 
we  know  you  will  be  to  their  aged  pastor,  our  elder  brother  in 
the  ministry  of  love  and  reconciliation. 

It  is  not  here  alone  that  you  will  be  called  to  labor,  as  your  past 
experience  will  undoubtedly  testify.  The  world  is  before  you  — 
mankind  around  you.  The  heart  renewed  and  sanctified  by  the 
Gospel  cannot  bind  up  its  affections  and  say  thus  far  and  no  farther ; 
but  as  the  grace  of  God  diffuses  itself  more  and  more  over  your 
heart,  so  will  its  affections  enlarge,  extend,  embracing  more  and 
distant  objects  until  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
God  and  His  love  and  peace  be  manifest  everywhere.  But  with- 
out extending  your  vision  over  the  wide  world,  you  will  see  in  this 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  ample  field  wherein  to  expend 
your  strength.  We  bid  you  welcome  where  we  believe  there  is  a 
more  active  spirit  of  intelligent  inquiry,  asking  for  the  reasons  where- 
on faith,  religious  faith,  may  stand  and  build  —  a  spirit  which  is  not 
satisfied  with  decrees  of  councils  convened  in  times  of  religious 
bigotry  and  ignorance  —  a  spirit,  which  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
long  inherited  opinions  of  others,  however  wise  they  may  have  been 
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esteemed  in  their  day — a  spirit  which  searches  the  Scriptures, 
proves  all  things,  holds  fast  to  that  which  seems  good,  being  fully 
persuaded    in    its    own    mind,  —  a   spirit    which    brooks   not   the 
authority  of  men  in  matters  pertaining  to  religion,  allowing  no  man 
to  be  called  master  —  none,  save  Jesus  Christ.     That  spirit  of  free 
inquiry  which  pervaded  the  Puritan  pastor,  when  he  enjoined  upon 
his  church  fidelity  to  the  Word  of  God,  searching  the  Scriptures  as 
though  more  truth  might  dawn  upon  mankind,  that  spirit  of  fearless 
independence  which  marked  our  fathers  who  crossed  the  ocean  to 
worship  God,  which  has  never  failed  where  the  Pilgrims  trod  —  that 
spirit  of  religious  inquiry  and  conscientious  independence  is  more 
widely  extending  and  endures  not  any   assumption  of  power,  or 
authority,  whether  it  be  called  Catholic  or  Protestant.     While  there 
is  a  growing,  sensitive  repugnance  to  all  claims  of  authority  and 
power  over  the  mind  and  conscience  of  men,  there  still  exists  in 
this  Protestant   country  somewhat  of  the  spirit  of  the   Catholic 
Church  which  prevents  honest  convictions  and  cherishes  duplicity 
in  faith,   if  not  in  works.     It   is  not  long   since,  that  blameless 
Christians  were  "  unchurched,  excommunicated,"  simply  because 
in  searching  the  Scriptures  they  could  not  prove  and  hold  fast  to  all 
the  doctrines  once  subscribed  to  and  believed ;   and  now  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  shut  out  from  the  church,  or  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  sincere  and  faithful  disciples,  only  because  they  receive  not 
the  doctrines  of  men  for  the  commandments  of  God.     You,  my 
Brother,  have  not  so  learned  Christ ;  but  as  you  have  been  partaker 
of  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  maketh  free,  free  from  Moses  and 
all  who  may  presume  to  sit  in  his  seat,  so  will  you  give  even  as  you 
have  received  and  not  only  allow  freedom  of  thought  and  action, 
but  will  even  demand  the  same,  in  others,  that  they  be  fully  per- 
suaded in   their  own  minds,   in   as  much  as  to  his  own  Master, 
Christ,  each  disciple  must  stand,  or  fall.     We  welcome  you  where 
free  minds  and  earnest  hearts  are  asking  for  the  truth.     We  rejoice 
that  here   you    will    raise  your    banner,    on    which   is  inscribed, 
"  Liberty,  Holiness  and  Love,"  in  the  full  confidence  that  you  will 
gather  around  you  a  host,  earnest  for  knowledge,  virtue,  and  piety. 
I  can  assure  you  that  though  there  is  a  great  work  before  us,  there 
are  many  ready  to  co-operate.     I  welcome  you  a  co-laborer  in  this 
broad  and  beautiful  valley.     I  can  assure  you  of  the  sympathy,  and 
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co-operation  of  these  churches  and  pastors  and  elders  here  con- 
vened. Of  the  reward,  or  recompense  for  fidelity,  you  need  not 
that  I  should  speak  —  you  have  already  in  other  fields  experienced 
that  to  the  faithful,  God  is  faithful.  I  have  not  dwelt  upon  the 
experiences  of  the  ministry,  or  spoken  as  to  one  who  for  the  first 
time  was  assuming  the  high  responsibilities  of  a  Christian  minister. 
You  know  that  in  this  walk  of  life  as  in  all  others  there  is  sunshine 
and  cloud,  success  and  disappointment,  joy  and  sorrow.  Alas,  for 
the  minister  if  it  were  not  so  —  if  his  own  spirit  were  not  schooled 
by  Divine  Providence  in  the  same  way,  if  he  could  not  experience 
what  others  have  felt,  and  from  the  abundance  of  his  own  heart 
speak  —  if  he  could  not  say,  I  too  have  experienced,  I  have  tasted 
of  the  same  cup,  and  therefore  may  I  speak  of  the  power  of  the 
Gospel,  of  the  mercy  of  the  Father  and  the  unrequited  love  of  the 
Son  and  of  the  holy  influences  of  God's  spirit  upon  the  souL 

Go  forth  my  Brother  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  liberty  and  love, 
in  the  simplicity  and  meekness  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  earnest,  filial 
faith  of  the  Apostles,  knowing  to  whom  you  have  committed  your- 
self in  well  doing,  knowing  that  nothing  can  separate  the  sincere 
and  faithful  disciple  from  the  love  of  Christ.  With  full  confidence 
receive  this  token  of  our  fellowship.  The  hand  to-day  proffered 
shall  not  be  withdrawn  from  you,  when  other  hands  might  be 
uplifted  against  you  for  honest  difference  of  opinion  in  a  sincere 
searching  of  the  Scriptures.  You  have  our  best  wishes  and  earnest 
prayers  for  your  success  in  this  ministry.  May  God  lift  upon  you 
the  light  of  His  countenance  in  the  day  of  adversity  and  trial,  and 
at  last  may  you  be  received  into  his  nearer  presence  with  many 
souls  this  day  committed  to  your  care, 


ADDRESS    TO    THE    PEOPLE. 


BY  REV.  M.  W.  WILLIS. 


Christian  Friends,  —  It  gives  me  pleasure,  in  behalf  of  the 
churches  here  assembled,  and  in  behalf  of  all  the  churches  of  the 
faith  which  sympathize  with  us,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the 
pleasant  prospects  that  this  day  surround  us, — upon  your  success 
in  obtaining  the  strength  and  manliness  of  middle  age,  while  still 
you  are  permitted  the  counsels  of  him  whose  venerable  experience 
and  long  tried  devotedness  require  no  eulogy.  You  have  not  been 
called  to  mourn  over  the  tomb  as  you  rejoiced  around  the  altar. 
You  bid  no  long  farewell  to  the  faithful  guide  of  early  days,  as  you 
receive  a  new  laborer  in  this  vineyard.  The  past  and  present  are 
united.  He  is  still  with  you,  whose  voice  and  life  have  strength- 
ened the  youthful  step  and  directed  your  childhood.  You  need  not 
sever  the  associations  and  sacred  ties  of  early  years  which  bind  you 
to  this  altar,  from  the  maturity  of  age.  The  clustering  memories 
of  the  past  thus  happily  unite  with  the  hopes  of  the  present.  It 
gratifies  us  to  know,  that  amid  the  shifts  and  changes  and  prover- 
bial insecurity  of  ministerial  connexions,  this  ancient  church  has 
not  felt  the  fickleness  of  the  times,  nor  manifested  the  fashionable 
folly  of  frequent  settlements  and  unsettlements.  If  all  reason, 
argument  and  experience  were  not,  as  they  are,  in  favor  of  the 
permanency  of  pastoral  relations,  one  might  infer  from  the  present 
itinerancy  of  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  that  the  preacher 
could  best  succeed  where  he  is  not,  rather  than  where  he  is  known. 

Is  not  patient  continuance  in  well  doing —  the  careful  culture  of 
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even  waste  places  in  Zion,  the  better  way  to  produce  the  abiding 
and  worthy  fruits  of  Christian  labor  ? 

It  is  pleasant,  and  certainly  not  improper,  for  me  to  recur,  at 
this  time,  to  the  associations  and  sympathies  which  have  connected 
us,  though  silently  and  almost  fortuitously.  Although  we  have  not 
seen  each  other  face  to  face,  till  within  a  year  or  two,  yet  for 
several  years  I  have  felt  related  to  you.  Your  volume  of  natural 
flowers,  so  beautifully  preserved  and  presented  to  the  Sabbath 
School  of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  our  return  of  sea  shells,  have 
a  deeper  meaning  than  the  outward  form  may  wear.  While  your 
present,  from  the  Temple  of  Nature,  and  still  kept  in  the  Temple 
of  God,  spoke  eloquently  of  Him  who  adorns  the  fields  and  pours 
forth  the  rich  harmonies  of  the  Universe  —  ours,  also,  preserved  in 
this  Sanctuary  of  Devotion,  no  less  awakened  emotions  of  admira- 
tion. This  interchange  of  symbols  of  union  and  fellowship  from 
the  children  of  the  valley  and  hill  and  the  children  of  the  shore,  is 
to  me,  a  touching  evidence  of  our  common  brotherhood  and  of  the 
power  of  our  religious  sympathies. 

We  can  but  glance  at  the  past.  There  are  present  duties.  This 
day,  you  have,  by  these  solemn  rites,  in  accordance  with  the  hal- 
lowed usages  of  our  churches,  cemented  ties  of  Christian  fellowship. 
You  have  entered  into  relations  holy  and  important.  They  have 
doubtless  been  well  weighed.     God  grant  his  blessing. 

Your  pastor  has  been  charged  to  perform  the  sacred  duties  of 
his  office  —  to  be  faithful  through  good  report  and  through  evil  — 
to  fulfil  the  high  calling  of  the  Head  of  the  Church  and  of  the 
Father.  These  services  must  have  deeply  affected  him — and 
revived  with  pristine  vigor  the  earnest  prayers  and  resolutions 
wherewith  every  true  man  begins  —  when  taking  this  holy  office. 

And  now,  can  it  be  amiss  —  is  it  not  what  you  desire  to  have 
addressed  to  you  as  a  Christian  Society,  a  few  last  words  of  counsel  ? 
You  will  remember  that  the  pastoral  relation  and  duties  are  not 
one-sided.  They  are  mutual.  He  will  not  —  he  cannot  bear  all 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  unaided  and  alone.  You  must  do 
your  part.  O !  this  is  a  work  always  of  care  and  toil  and  ofttimes 
of  bitter  trial.  When  the  voice  of  sympathy  is  hushed  —  or  but  the 
dull  echo  of  its  former  self —  when  no  brother's  arm  is  outstretched 
to  stay  and  sustain  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  —  then  come  seasons  of 
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loneliness  —  that  awful  kind  of  loneliness  —  in  a  crowd  —  with  no 
heart  beating  in  unison. 

If  St.  Paul  charged  Timothy,  did  he  not  address  epistles  of  feel- 
ing exhortation  to  the  Christian  churches  of  Corinth,  Galatia  and 
Rome?  If,  then,  your  pastor  have  duties,  so  have  you.  Is  it  not 
to  be  feared  that  churches  too  often  feel  themselves  relieved  of 
responsibility  after  they  have  settled  their  minister  ?  Obligations 
on  one  side  imply  obligations  on  the  other.  If  it  be  his  duty  to 
preach,  is  it  not  your  duty  to  hear  ?  If  he  be  called  to  lead  in 
your  public  devotions,  is  it  not  your  duty  to  follow  ? 

I.  Then  be  attentive  upon  Divine  service.  Come  not  here  as 
if  it  were  a  burden,  but  a  joy  —  hoping  for  good.  Come  asking 
not  what  new  thing  will  be  said  —  but  what  solemn,  everlasting 
truth  may  be  uttered :  desiring  more  to  be  Christians,  than  critics. 
Come  seeking  to  efface  the  memory  of  the  darkened  past  —  or 
rather  to  reflect  upon  it  the  glorious  light  of  God's  forgiveness  and 
enrobe  it  in  the  present  peace  of  a  heart  at  rest. 

Much  has  been  said  of  a  lifeless  ministry.  Much  more  may  be 
said  of  dead  congregations  —  sinking  into  the  mire  of  worldliness 
or  petrified  by  contact  with  sin ;  and  then  the  preacher  they  say  is 
either  dull,  or  he  is  too  pointed  —  he  is  not  earnest  —  or  he  is  too 
much  awake.  The  general  congregational  lethargy  has  seized 
him,  or,  he  seeing  it,  is,  they  think,  too  zealous.  He  is  making  too 
much  of  religion !  What  can  one  do  when  the  frigid  and  chill 
atmosphere  of  spiritual  death  has  settled  upon  the  people  —  so  that 
the  pleasant  sensations  spoken  of  by  travellers  in  Northern  regions, 
consequent  upon  intense  cold  of  the  body,  seem  to  be  realized  in 
this  frost  of  the  spirit ! 

And  in  either  case  they  would  be  let  alone  and  die.  Why  is  it 
so?  Why  cannot  men  feel  the  greatness  of  life  when  directed  and 
ennobled  by  a  holy  religion  ?  The  understanding  is  convinced. 
Who  does  not  know  it  to  be  better  to  have  religious  principle  than 
live  without  it  ?  Who  does  not  know  the  meanness  of  unworthy 
lives  ?  If  nothing  more  were  needed,  than  to  obtain  assent  to  the 
beauty  of  virtue  and  a  Christ-like  life,  this  very  day  would  witness 
an  event  without  precedent  or  parallel  in  the  annals  of  Reform. 
Churches  would  be  crowded  —  the  sanctuary  besieged.  From 
cottage   to  cathedral,   from   earth's   highest  places  —  and    lowest 
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abodes  and  dens  where  sin  hides  itself,  would  arise  from  lips  all 
unused  to  prayer  and  praise,  the  petitions  of  a  ransomed  world. 
And  one  might  listen,  as  shepherds  did  long  ago,  to  hear  blessed 
angels  once  more  singing,  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.  But 
alas,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  know  the  right.  The  root  of  evil  lies  in 
the  will.  "  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  be  healed." 
It  is  our  will.  That  which  erects  man  into  a  lofty  and  responsible 
spirit  —  or  degrades  him  beneath  the  brute. 

O !  the  stubborn  will  that  cannot  be  moved  by  the  sufferings, 
the  prayers  and  trials  of  Jesus  !  How  often  must  the  coulter  of  God's 
Providence  enter  the  soul  before  it  submits,  and  yet  conquers  by 
submission  and  grows  more  glorious  by  humble  trust ! 

As  Christianity  cannot  be  a  saving  power  to  you  except  you  are 
willing  to  come  under  its  influence  —  no  more  than  to  the  Roman 
soldiers  around  the  cross  - —  so  the  minister  cannot  be  a  thinking 
power  for  you  unless  you  are  willing  to  think.  Come  then  with 
earnest  desires  and  a  soul  awake.  No  minister  can  prosper,  or 
people  flourish,  when  they  do  not  come  to  the  services  of  the  sanc- 
tuary with  the  deepest  desire  for  religious  truth.  The  most  elo- 
quent sermon  that  ever  fell  from  man's  lips —  all  radiant  with  spirit- 
ual light  —  all  gushing  with  spiritual  thought,  will  fall  upon  the 
hearts  of  a  spiritually  dead  congregation  like  the  pattering  rain- 
drops upon  the  flinty  rock  ! 

You  expect  the  pastor  to  be  found  in  the  pulpit  every  Sabbath  of 
the  year,  unless  prevented  by  sickness.  Be  sure  you  find  him  there. 
Perhaps  it  were  ruin  always  to  urge  the  highest  motives  for  such  a 
duty.  We  may  say  with  Hugh  Latimer  —  in  a  sermon  before  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth,  "  I  had  rather  ye  should  come  of  a  naughty  mind 
to  hear  the  word  of  God  —  for  novelty  or  curiosity  to  hear  pastime 
than  to  be  away.  I  had  rather  ye  should  come  as  the  tale  is  told 
by  the  gentlewoman  of  London.  One  of  her  neighbors  met  her  in 
the  street,  and  said,  '  Mistress,  whither  go  ye  1 '  '  Marry,'  said  she, 
'  I  am  going  to  St.  Thomas  of  Acres,  to  the  sermon.  I  could  not 
sleep  all  this  last  night ;  and  am  going  now  thither.  I  never  failed 
of  a  good  nap  there !  '  "  And  I  had  rather,"  continues  the  old 
Martyr,  "  ye  should  go  napping  to  the  sermon  than  not  go  at  all." 

II.  If  it  is  his  duty  to  sustain  and  defend  the  institutions  of  reli- 
gion, it  is  also  your  duty  to  assist  him.     There  is  a  church  con- 
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nected  with  this  society.  Should  your  pastor  preach  against  the 
church  and  its  rites  of  baptism  and  communion,  and  declare  its 
existence  an  excrescence  upon  the  face  of  society,  is  there  one 
among  you,  who  would  not,  even  if  he  never  seriously  thought  of 
joining  it  himself,  protest  against  such  a  course  —  who  would  not 
say  the  visible  organization  of  the  church  would  be  broken  up  if 
the  opinion  were  adopted.  No  commemoration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  —  no  waters  of  baptism  upon  brow  of  youth  or  age  —  no 
actual  recognition  or  confession  of  the  authority  of  Christ  —  would 
it  not  be  a  denial  of  Christianity  ?  You  would  detest  and  expose 
any  such  doctrine  or  practice.  But  what  must  be  his  feelings  if 
your  pastor  see  you  care  little  for  the  institutions  of  religion  1  And 
what  faithful  minister's  heart  does  not  almost  bleed  when  the  con- 
gregation turns  its  back  upon  the  slighted  table  of  our  Lord  and 
goes  away  —  and  retiring  footfalls  echo  in  the  vestibule  —  while 
he,  with  the  faithful  few,  gathers  around,  under  any  but  happy 
auspices,  to  honor  the  Saviour. 

There  is  something  sublime  in  belonging  to  the  Christian  church. 
It  has  gathered  in  its  holy  company  the  true  and  the  good.  The 
loftiest  names  which  for  eighteen  centuries  have  graced  the 
world  by  their  presence  and  blessed  humanity  —  these,  with 
Saint,  Martyr,  Apostle  and  Disciple  of  every  nation  and  age,  con- 
stitute the  great,  the  general  assembly  of  the  first  born. 

I  feel  my  virtue  corroborated,  my  nature  ennobled,  and  my  soul 
enlarged,  by  communion  with  the  Church  of  Christ !  I  look  beyond 
the  small  local  gatherings  of  churches  into  it  as  a  whole.  The 
Church  whose  ample  folds  contains  a  St.  Bernard  of  Clairvaux, 
a  Luther,  a  Fenelon,  Oberlin,  Channing,  and  Ware,  and  a  million 
of  lesser  name  to  fame  but  full  of  faith  —  a  church  like  this  is 
worthy  our  reverence  and  sacred  regard.  It  is  our  duty  to  honor 
the  institutions  and  rites  of  our  holy  religion.  Can  we  do  this  if 
we  neglect  them  1 

III.  The  basis  of  the  pastoral  relation  is  mutual  respect  and  con- 
fidence. This  is  not  the  growth  of  an  hour.  Like  all  things  valu- 
able, it  is  of  slow  formation.  But  he  whom  you  have  thought 
worthy  of  being  your  pastor  is  surely  worthy  your  confidence.  He 
will  find  you  under  various  experiences  and  states  of  mind.  He  will 
meet  you  here  where  prayer  and  holy  thought  have  consecrated  the 
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temple  of  our  Fathers'  God,  —  at  your  places  of  honest  toil  and 
daily  avocation,  —  at  your  homes  in  the  sweetness  of  domestic 
peace  and  joy,  —  at  the  beds  of  sickness  and  in  the  darkened 
chambers  of  death.  Throw  open  your  hearts  and  let  him  enter.  The 
outward  form  of  settlement  is  but  a  hollow  ceremony  if  he  have  no 
settlement  in  your  affections.  Trust  him  as  your  friend  and  brother. 
Have  faith  in  him.  This  is  your  duty.  And  as  he  knows  more  of 
you,  and  you  of  him,  your  confidence  shall  be  happily  strengthened 
by  its  early  development.  Nothing  can  give  your  pastor  more  sat- 
isfaction than  to  know  of  your  manly  sincerity  and  open  trust.  He 
might  preach  like  Bossuet  and  Massillon,  and  affect  no  heart,  if  he 
have  not  the  faith  of  the  heart. 

The  last  point  to  which  I  shall  call  your  attention,  is  the  free- 
dom you  ought  to  allow  your  minister.  Give  him  liberty.  Let  him 
feel  that  no  one  wishes  to  trench  upon  his  rights.  It  is  more 
essential  to  you  than  to  him.  For  no  free  utterance  can  be  had, 
where  no  freedom  of  thought  exists.  He  is  worthless  whom  you 
make  your  slave.  You  would  not  have  called  him- — had  you  not 
faith  in  his  wisdom,  discretion  and  Christian  virtue.  Let  these  be 
your  guaranties.  Let  him  feel  he  can  "  walk  large,"  as  Father 
Taylor  says. 

Shackle  him,  dictate  to  him,  be  constantly  at  his  elbow,  warning 
him  what  he  should  and  should  not  do,  and  you  dishonor  him  and 
disgrace  the  profession.  Take  it  for  granted  he  is  of  age !  One 
may  be  Christ's  minister.  One  may  be  the  congregation's  minister. 
Permit  yours  to  be  Christ's.  Let  him  enjoy  the  full  treasures  of 
earnest  and  holy  thought  —  let  him  enter  the  inner  temple  of  the 
soul  where  he  may  hold  communion  with  the  holiest  —  then,  with  a 
free  spirit  will  he  bring  forth  the  "  thoughts  that  breathe  and  words 
that  burn."  Inspired  of  heaven  and  filled  full  of  the  fragrance  of 
the  Gospel,  he  can  speak  the  word  worthy  the  hearing.  Then 
give  him  freedom  of  thought,  for  a  man  had  better  have  no  soul 
than  one  enslaved  —  freedom  of  speech,  for  all  other  speech  is 
worthless  —  freedom  of  action,  for  it  is  the  only  kind  worth  having, 
You  may  shackle  a  man's  limbs  and  fetter  his  free  motions  —  you 
may  compel  him  to  services  unpaid  and  heartless,  yet  is  he  a  man. 
But  if  you  cramp  and  gyve  his  mind  and  dictate  his  speech,  you 
have  crushed  the  very  soul  out  of  him !  I  doubt  not  you  love  to 
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hear  one  who  is  whole  hearted  —  bold  and  free  in  his  honest  utter- 
ances. You  despise  the  slave  in  the  pulpit.  You  love,  I  trust,  to 
have  a  free  spirit  speak  God's  truth  in  all  purity.  And  how  can 
it  be  otherwise,  while  upon  your  wood-crowned  summits  and  eter- 
nal hills,  Freedom,  nurtured  and  loved,  sits  enthroned  in  majesty, 
chanting  her  everlasting  Anthem  of  Liberty  in  harmony  with  the 
people's  heart  —  the  song  of  the  wild  bird  —  and  the  sweep  of  the 
free  and  ancient  winds.  Be,  my  Christian  Friends,  as  "  a  wall  of 
fire  "  around  your  pastor.  Protect  his  liberty.  Let  him  know  he 
can  make  progress,  —  that  the  field  is  open  *to  him.  He  is  God's 
minister.  Call  him  not  down  from  his  great  duties.  Listen  to  him 
when  he  speaks  of  truths  and  principles,  bearing  upon  the  great 
facts  of  religion  and  human  life. 

It  is  his  office  to  smooth  the  rough  paths  of  experience  —  to 
lighten  the  heavy  laden  —  and  give  rest  to  the  weary  —  to  console 
and  solace  the  afflicted  —  to  reconcile  man  and  duty  and  ennoble 
human  life  and  translate  it  into  a  spiritual  meaning.  The  mission 
of  Jesus  is  his  in  a  highly  important  sense  —  but  so  is  yours. 
While  then  you  remember  his  duties  forget  not  your  own. 

You  may,  my  friends,  this  day,  take  courage  and  go  forward. 
You  have  declared  that  this  ancient  church  shall  be  the  hallowed 
home  of  Christian  influences.  You  are  not  alone.  The  tenden- 
cies of  the  age  seek  and  demand  light  and  liberty.  The  sweep  of 
things  is  onward.  The  movements  of  the  times  are  with  us. 
Strong  men,  who  have  thrown  off  the  shackles  of  theology  and 
superstition,  are  with  us.  The  deep  undertone  of  society  is  with 
us.  The  Gospel  of  Christ  in  its  free  and  unconstrained  simplicity 
is  with  us.  The  Saviour  of  men  is  blessing  us.  The  right  arm  of 
the  Infinite  God  is  around  us  !  Brethren,  we  are  not  acting  alone. 
We  are  a  part  of  a  great  company  who  have  taken  the  stand  for  the 
glorious  right  of  private  judgment  and  liberty  to  think.  We  belong 
not  to  the  past,  but  to  the  progressive  party.  We  advance  with 
strong  heart,  with  the  advancing  movements  of  the  age,  praying  as 
we  go  for  Liberty,  Holiness,  and  Love ! 


